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The direction in which you lay your flooring is a crucial design decision that influences not just the look - but also the feel of your space. This comprehensive guide is designed to navigate you toward a decision that accentuates your home's beauty and functionality.



Understanding Room Shape

Rectangular and Long Rooms
The geometry of your room is instrumental in deciding the optimal direction for laying your flooring. Laying the flooring across a narrow width is a transformative technique for rectangular and long rooms. This approach visually expands the room, crafting a more balanced and proportionate appearance that welcomes guests into a seemingly wider space.

Square Rooms
In the case of square rooms, the decision-making process allows for greater flexibility. Aligning the flooring with the direction of incoming natural light can dramatically enhance the room's sense of openness. This strategic alignment renders the space more inviting and highlights the natural allure of the flooring material, be it the warmth of hardwood or the refined look of laminate.


Large Open Spaces
Large open spaces present an opportunity for creativity in the flooring direction. Opting to lay flooring diagonally, at a 45-degree angle, infuses the area with an element of sophistication and dynamism. This choice draws the eye and amplifies the expansive rooms' perceived openness, making them feel even more inviting and engaging.
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Check out our LVT and LVP Selection Today!
127 Chain Lake Drive, Halifax
GET DIRECTIONS




Maximizing Natural Light

The role of natural light in defining the ambiance of a room is paramount. You create a harmonious blend of light and space by aligning your flooring parallel to the primary source of natural light. This alignment accentuates the spaciousness and ensures that the flooring becomes a standout design feature, beautifully reflecting light and contributing to the room's overall aesthetic.



Flooring Type Matters

[image: engineered wood flooring]
Hardwood and Laminate
The material of your flooring can significantly influence the ideal direction for installation. Hardwood and laminate floors are best laid in a direction that draws attention to a room's focal points, such as an elegant fireplace or a large, picturesque window, enhancing the visual flow and spotlighting the material's beauty.


Vinyl
Vinyl flooring, celebrated for its adaptability, provides considerable flexibility in installation direction. However, aligning it with room shape and light sources can result in a visually cohesive and striking finish, showcasing the style versatility that makes vinyl a favoured choice among homeowners.
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Additional Considerations

Ocean Views
For Maritime homes that capture the beauty of the Atlantic, aligning your floors with the horizon can extend the natural elegance of an ocean view inside your living space. Placing your flooring in a direction that runs parallel to your largest windows allows the light and view of the ocean to become a central feature of your home’s design. It's about creating a seamless transition that draws the outdoors in, enhancing the sense of openness and tranquillity.

Feng Shui
Feng Shui, the ancient art of placement, can influence the layout of your flooring. The direction of your floorboards can affect the flow of energy in your home. According to Feng Shui principles, it's beneficial to lay your floors in the direction of the main door to welcome positive energy. Additionally, wood flooring can introduce an element of nature, which is known to nurture balance and harmony in a space.


Traffic
The functionality of the space and the level of foot traffic are critical to determining the flooring direction. In high-traffic areas, selecting a layout that minimizes wear is essential for preserving the beauty and durability of the flooring, supporting the room's daily activities without compromising on style.

Visual Consistency Across Spaces
A consistent flooring direction can greatly enhance visual flow and cohesion for homes with open floor plans or multiple interconnected rooms. This uniformity fosters a sense of unity across the space, making the home appear more expansive and harmoniously designed.






What Will You Choose?

The choice of flooring direction is a confluence of aesthetic preference and practicality. Considering each room's unique characteristics, its use, dimensions, and interaction with natural light will lead to a decision that beautifies and optimizes your home's living environment.
The journey to transform your space with the perfect flooring starts at Floors Plus. Our dedicated team offers personalized advice to ensure your flooring choice meets and exceeds your expectations. Visit a Floors Plus showroom today to explore how we can assist in achieving a stunning and functional home.
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Selecting the right flooring can significantly impact the functionality and style of any space. Among the many options available, Luxury Vinyl Tile (LVT) and Luxury Vinyl Plank (LVP) have become popular choices for their durability, ease of maintenance, and aesthetic flexibility. However, misconceptions about these materials can lead to hesitation for homeowners and businesses alike. This article aims to debunk common myths surrounding LVT and LVP flooring, providing clear, fact-based insights to help you make an informed decision. 



Myth #1: LVT and LVP Are Identical 

LVT and LVP are often mentioned together but serve different purposes in the flooring world. LVT is primarily used to mimic the look of stone or ceramic tiles, ideal for areas such as kitchens and bathrooms where waterproofing is essential. On the other hand, LVP is designed to replicate hardwood planks, favoured in living areas and bedrooms for its warm, wood-like appearance. 
Both LVT and LVP offer considerable benefits and can be selected based on the specific needs of a room and personal design preferences. 

[image: cleaning hardwood vs laminate flooring]




Check out our LVT and LVP Selection Today!
127 Chain Lake Drive, Halifax
GET DIRECTIONS




Myth #2: Luxury Vinyl Lacks Durability

Contrary to some opinions, LVT and LVP are recognized for their durability. These flooring options contain multiple protective layers that guard against everyday wear, including a top wear layer often treated to resist scratches and scuffs. They are built to withstand the demands of high-traffic areas and are suitable for homes with pets and children. 
The layered structure of LVT and LVP is designed to maintain the flooring's integrity and appearance over time, making it a reliable choice for both residential and commercial spaces. 



Myth #3: LVP and LVT Are Unsuitable for Wet Areas

[image: ]
VT and LVP are preferred for their excellent performance in wet areas. The materials used in these flooring options are selected for their waterproof properties. They are engineered to prevent issues like swelling, warping, or mould growth that are typically associated with natural flooring materials when exposed to moisture. 
This makes LVT and LVP suitable choices for bathrooms, kitchens, and laundry rooms, where water exposure is common. 





Myth #4: Vinyl Flooring Is Prone to Fading

Today's LVT and LVP flooring are manufactured with UV-resistant properties to prevent fading. This ensures that the flooring retains its colour even when exposed to sunlight over extended periods. The technological advancements in the flooring industry have led to the development of luxury vinyl that can sustain its vibrant appearance, contributing to the longevity and sustainability of the product. 
To maximize the lifespan of LVT and LVP flooring, it's recommended to complement it with UV protection on windows and regular care. 



Myth #5: Limited Design Options in Vinyl Flooring

The variety of design options available in LVT and LVP flooring is extensive. Advances in digital printing technology allow these flooring types to realistically emulate a wide array of natural materials, with a vast selection of patterns, textures, and colours to fit any interior design scheme. 
Whether the preference is for a traditional, contemporary, or completely custom look, LVT and LVP flooring can accommodate the most diverse and dynamic design requirements. 

[image: resilient flooring]




Visit Us in Store!
645 Malenfant Blvd, Dieppe
GET DIRECTIONS




Myth #6: LVP Is Always Cheaper Than LVT

Luxury vinyl flooring costs are not as straightforward as one might think, with multiple factors playing into the final price tag. While Luxury Vinyl Plank (LVP) and Luxury Vinyl Tile (LVT) are similar in construction and performance, their prices can vary based on design complexity, material quality, and the wear layer's durability. LVP might come at a higher cost if it features an intricate wood grain pattern or is designed for enhanced durability in high-traffic areas. Conversely, LVT could be the more expensive option when it involves advanced textural features that mimic natural stone. The market offers a range of options catering to budget and luxury segments, making it possible to find both LVT and LVP products across various price points. 




Myth #7: Luxury Vinyl Demands High Maintenance 

[image: ]
The notion that luxury vinyl flooring requires high upkeep is far from the truth. Both LVT and LVP are celebrated for their low-maintenance qualities. Routine cleaning involves simple sweeping or vacuuming to remove loose dirt and mopping with a non-abrasive cleaner. Unlike hardwood or stone, there's no need for regular sealing or waxing. The protective wear layer of luxury vinyl is designed to resist stains and spills, ensuring long-lasting beauty with minimal effort. This ease of care is a major selling point for luxury vinyl, particularly for busy households or commercial settings where time and labour for maintenance are at a premium. 


Luxury vinyl flooring costs are not as straightforward as one might think, with multiple factors playing into the final price tag. While Luxury Vinyl Plank (LVP) and Luxury Vinyl Tile (LVT) are similar in construction and performance, their prices can vary based on design complexity, material quality, and the wear layer's durability. LVP might come at a higher cost if it features an intricate wood grain pattern or is designed for enhanced durability in high-traffic areas. Conversely, LVT could be the more expensive option when it involves advanced textural features that mimic natural stone. The market offers a range of options catering to budget and luxury segments, making it possible to find both LVT and LVP products across various price points. 



Myth #8: Installation Is a Hassle 

Installing LVT and LVP is recognized for its user-friendly process. Many options on the market come with a click-and-lock design, allowing for quick and efficient floating floor installations. This system eliminates the need for adhesives and can be installed over various subfloors, including many existing flooring types. For the DIY enthusiast, this means potential savings on installation costs and the flexibility to undertake the project without professional help. Even for those who prefer professional installation, the straightforward process translates to less labour time and disruption in the home. 



Check Out Our Selection of LVP and LVT!
31 Sterns Ct, Dartmouth
GET DIRECTIONS




Myth #9: LVT and LVP Floors Are Difficult to Repair

The repairability of flooring is an important consideration, especially in high-traffic environments. A common misconception is that Luxury Vinyl Tile (LVT) and Luxury Vinyl Plank (LVP) flooring are challenging to repair when damaged. However, the reality is quite the opposite. One of the advantages of LVT and LVP flooring systems, particularly those with click-and-lock installation, is the ability to replace individual tiles or planks without having to redo the entire floor. 
If a section becomes damaged, it can usually be removed and replaced easily, saving time and money. This modular aspect is convenient and cost-effective, requiring only purchasing the necessary pieces rather than new flooring for a whole room. This ease of repair extends the life of the flooring and ensures that it remains looking its best for years to come, countering the myth that luxury vinyl is a hassle to fix once installed. 




Myth #10: Luxury Vinyl Can't Compete with the Realness of Wood or Stone 

While it's true that LVT and LVP are not genuine wood or stone, the realism they offer is remarkably close to the real thing. Advances in printing technology and textural embossing have allowed luxury vinyl to mimic these natural materials with astonishing accuracy. High-definition imaging and intricate textural surface treatments give LVT and LVP a lifelike appearance that can fool even the most discerning eye. This level of realism, coupled with the benefits of durability and ease of maintenance, allows luxury vinyl to stand as a worthy contender in spaces where the look of natural wood or stone is desired without the inherent upkeep. 
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Final Thoughts

In reviewing the myths about LVT and LVP flooring, it's clear that these options offer much more than meets the eye. Far from being delicate or limited in variety, luxury vinyl flooring provides a durable, cost-effective, and attractive solution for nearly any setting. The advancements in production and design have made LVT and LVP competitive with traditional materials, offering easier maintenance and installation without sacrificing style. With a better understanding of what these flooring types truly offer, choosing LVT or LVP for your next project can be a confident decision, backed by the reality of their performance and value. 
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Leading into 2024, the flooring industry is witnessing a fascinating evolution, blending traditional aesthetics with innovative designs and sustainable practices. Homeowners and designers alike are seeking options that not only enhance the visual appeal of their living spaces but also prioritize functionality and environmental consciousness. This year, we're seeing a distinct shift toward materials and styles that offer both practical and aesthetic benefits. From the rich, organic beauty of natural wood tones to the unique patterns of retro carpets, the 2024 flooring trends are about creating spaces that are both inviting and in harmony with modern lifestyle demands.



1. Natural Wood Tones

[image: ]
The timeless allure of wood flooring continues to captivate in 2024, with natural wood tones playing a pivotal role in home design. This year, the trend is gravitating towards authenticity and an organic feel, with homeowners favouring wood that showcases its inherent characteristics.

Embracing Organic Beauty
The spotlight of 2024 flooring trends is on wood that offers a natural, unadulterated look. This means less gloss and more matte finishes, highlighting wood's innate patterns and grains. There's a move away from heavily treated woods to those that feel more raw and untouched, reflecting nature's true elegance. These natural wood tones range from light, understated hues that bring a sense of airiness to a room, to rich, deep tones that exude warmth and sophistication.

Sustainability in Wood Flooring
Another significant aspect of 2024 popular flooring trends is the growing emphasis on sustainability. Eco-friendly wood sources, like responsibly harvested forests or reclaimed wood, are increasingly in demand. These sustainable practices not only appeal to environmentally conscious consumers but also add a level of depth and story to the flooring.
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Visit Our Halifax Location Today!
127 Chain Lake Drive, Halifax
GET DIRECTIONS




2. Wide Planks

[image: ]
Wide planks are making a strong statement in 2024 flooring trends, favoured for their ability to create a sense of openness and fluidity within a space. Their popularity lies in the way they modernize a space while retaining a classic feel.


The Aesthetic Appeal of Wide Planks

Wide planks offer a minimalist yet impactful design element, lending a contemporary look to any room. The reduced number of seams creates a cleaner, more cohesive floor surface. This style is particularly effective in open-plan homes, where it can enhance the sense of space and continuity.
Versatility Across Styles

The beauty of wide planks lies in their versatility. They can be integrated into various interior styles, from rustic and traditional to sleek and modern. This adaptability, coupled with the range of available vinyl, laminate, wood species and finishes, makes wide planks a popular flooring 2024 choice for those looking to combine modern aesthetics with classic elegance.

Available In-Store
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Buck - European Oak





Terrazzo Flooring
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Contemporary Use

Terrazzo is a composite material that has been used since the time of the Venetians. It is typically made from chips of marble, quartz, granite, or glass. Today, it's re-emerging as a popular choice for its durability and low maintenance. It's also versatile, with new binding materials like epoxy allowing for a wider range of colours and finer finishes. In 2024, expect to see terrazzo used not just for floors but as a statement piece for countertops, backsplashes, and even furniture.

Terrazzo's Eco-Friendly Edge

Modern terrazzo stands out in the sustainability arena. Its ability to incorporate recycled materials like crushed glass and metal shavings into its composition is in line with eco-friendly design principles. Furthermore, its longevity means it doesn't require frequent replacement, reducing waste. Manufacturers are now offering terrazzo options that use non-toxic binders and sealers, contributing to better indoor air quality and making them a likely feature in the eco-conscious 2024 flooring trends.


Available In-Store

[image: ]Terrazzo - Glazed Porcelain

Available In-Store
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Multicolor - Terrazzo Mosaic







Classic Wool Carpeting
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Enduring Comfort and Sophistication

Wool carpeting, with its natural softness and insulating properties, offers both luxury and practicality. It remains a top choice for those who prioritize durability and timeless elegance in their flooring. Wool's flame resistance and hypoallergenic qualities make it a health-conscious option, while its ability to retain its plush texture ensures long-lasting comfort underfoot.

Harmonizing with Home Environments

In 2024, wool carpeting is not just about warmth; it's about enhancing the home's ambiance. Its sound-absorbing characteristics support a tranquil home environment, perfect for the growing trend towards peaceful living spaces. The thermal regulation properties of wool also contribute to energy efficiency, maintaining a comfortable home climate year-round.

A Nod to Sustainability
Aligned with the eco-friendly trends of 2024, wool stands out as a sustainable flooring option. As a renewable resource, its production is less taxing on the environment, and its biodegradability makes it a conscientious choice for the future. Wool carpeting represents a smart investment in both the aesthetic and environmental health of a home, proving that classic materials can meet contemporary sustainable standards.




Herringbone and Chevron Patterns

[image: halifax hardwood floor]

A Patterned Resurgence

Herringbone and chevron wood floors are expected to be part of the 2024 popular flooring trends, particularly in engineered hardwood. These patterns offer a way to introduce visual interest and perceived texture into a space without the use of bold colours or decor. They are timeless, yet they bring a modern twist when used with current materials and colour schemes.

A Patterned Resurgence

In 2024 flooring trends, these patterns are not just for the floor—they're moving up the walls too. Herringbone and chevron are becoming popular as accent wall treatments, backsplashes, and even in shower tiling. They add a dynamic element to any room and can make small spaces seem larger due to their directional patterns

Available In-Store
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Versailles - European White Oak







Final Thoughts

It's clear that this year is all about harmonizing aesthetics, functionality, and environmental responsibility. From the organic allure of natural wood tones to the expansive elegance of wide planks, and the eco-conscious appeal of sustainable materials, each trend offers its unique way to enhance the comfort and style of our living spaces. Whether it's , a modern twist on terrazzo, or the classic charm of herringbone and chevron patterns, these trends are not just about flooring – they're about crafting spaces that reflect our evolving lifestyles and values. The year 2024 stands as a testament to how flooring can be both a foundation and a statement piece in our homes, blending tradition with innovation to create spaces that are as unique as they are inviting.

FAQs

What are the top flooring trends for 2024?
Flooring trends for 2024 include natural wood tones, wide planks, terrazzo,  herringbone and chevron patterns, as well as sustainable and eco-friendly materials.
How do I maintain terrazzo flooring?
Terrazzo is low maintenance. Regular sweeping and mopping with a pH-neutral cleaner are typically sufficient. Avoid harsh chemicals to preserve the finish.
Is terrazzo flooring durable?
Yes, terrazzo is known for its durability and longevity, making it a practical choice for both commercial and residential spaces.
What sustainable practices are being used in wood flooring?
Sustainable practices in wood flooring include using wood from responsibly managed forests, utilizing reclaimed wood, and opting for finishes and adhesives that are low in volatile organic compounds (VOCs).
Are there new carpet technologies for 2024?
Yes, the latest carpet technologies include advanced synthetic fibres for enhanced stain resistance, eco-friendly materials for sustainability, and innovative weaving techniques for longer-lasting and more visually appealing designs.
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Selecting suitable flooring is more than an aesthetic choice; it's about ensuring your home stays comfortably warm during colder seasons. The flooring you choose significantly influences the thermal comfort of your space. While some floors are naturally adept at retaining heat, others may need additional heating sources or insulation methods to provide the same level of warmth. In this article, we'll explore how various flooring options, from modern carpet to hardwood, can help keep your home snug and inviting.



Understanding Flooring Insulation

[image: ]
Insulation effectiveness in flooring materials is crucial for heat retention. A well-insulated floor helps to keep a room's temperature consistent, reducing the need to overuse heating systems. This, in turn, can lead to lower energy bills and a more environmentally friendly home.
Next, we will evaluate different flooring options, from modern carpet to hardwood. We'll look at how these materials not only contribute to the thermal efficiency of a space but also how they fit into the broader picture of home energy efficiency.



Visit Our Flagship Location Today!
31 Sterns Ct, Dartmouth
GET DIRECTIONS




Carpet: The Classic Warmth Provider

[image: ]
When it comes to choosing flooring that offers comfort and warmth, carpet remains a top contender. Its ability to insulate a room and retain heat makes it an ideal choice for those looking to enhance the cozy factor in their homes.
Modern carpet comes in a variety of textures, colours, and patterns, allowing homeowners to personalize their spaces while reaping the benefits of its warmth. The use of carpets on stairs is not just about aesthetics but also about safety and comfort. – Insulative carpet stair trends reduce the noise of foot traffic and provides a softer, warmer surface underfoot, which is especially comforting in colder months.
In regions like Atlantic Canada, where temperatures can dip significantly, carpets play a crucial role in maintaining a home's warmth. Modern carpet is known for thicker piles and denser weaves, acting as excellent insulators against the cold. The added layer of carpet insulation helps keep the heat in and the cold out, contributing significantly to a home's overall warmth and energy efficiency.
Another practical and versatile option are carpet tiles. These tiles offer the warmth and comfort of traditional carpets but with added flexibility. They are easy to install and replace, making them a practical choice for high-traffic areas. Additionally, carpet tiles can be mixed and matched to create unique patterns and designs, allowing for customization in every room.
Modern carpets, be it in the form of wall-to-wall broadloom or carpet tiles, not only enhance the warmth of a home but also add a layer of comfort and style. The evolution in carpet insulation technology and design, including today's carpet stair trends, ensures that this flooring option remains a popular choice for those seeking warmth and comfort in their living spaces.


Available In-Store
Are you often searching for ‘carpet places near me’? Your search ends at Floors Plus, where we offer a diverse range of flooring Halifax residents love.
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Hardwood Flooring: Aesthetic and Warmth Combined
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Hardwood flooring is renowned for its elegance and timeless appeal, and while it's not the first choice that comes to mind for warmth, it certainly holds its own in this regard. Hardwood floors can provide a decent level of insulation, especially when combined with the right underlayments and area rugs.
The natural properties of wood allow it to hold heat, contributing to a warmer room, albeit not as efficiently as carpets. However, this can be significantly enhanced by adding rugs in key areas, such as living rooms or bedrooms, where warmth underfoot is most desired. Rugs not only add a cozy aesthetic to the hardwood flooring but also act as an extra layer of insulation, trapping heat and providing a soft, warm surface to walk on
Another way to boost the insulating properties of hardwood floors is by using specific underlayments. These underlayments are designed to provide a barrier against cold and can help retain heat within the room. They also offer the added benefit of reducing noise, which can be particularly useful in multi-story homes.

Available In-Store
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Serenity - European White Oak





Tile Flooring: Not Just for the Cold
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Tile flooring is often associated with a cool and crisp aesthetic, particularly suitable for hot climates. However, advancements in flooring technology have significantly broadened the scope of where and how tiles can be used, including their ability to contribute to a warm and inviting home environment.
One of the key developments in this area is heated tile flooring. This technology involves installing a radiant heating system beneath the tiles, gently warming the floor and radiating heat throughout the room. This system can transform the traditionally cold tile floor into a luxuriously warm surface, perfect for colder climates or for those who simply enjoy the comfort of a warm floor underfoot.

Did you know we can also install heating systems under vinyl and hardwood floors? Speak to one of our sales representatives about our floor heating solutions.
Contact Us


Heated tile flooring can be particularly appealing in bathrooms and kitchens, where tiles are a popular choice due to their durability and moisture resistance. With the addition of underfloor heating, these spaces can become cozy retreats on chilly mornings or during colder seasons.
In addition to their compatibility with heating systems, modern tiles are also available in a variety of materials and designs that can naturally enhance the feeling of warmth in a room. For instance, tiles with wood-like finishes or warmer tones can visually contribute to a sense of warmth in the home.




Vinyl Flooring: Modern and Efficient

[image: ]
Vinyl flooring has emerged as a popular choice in the modern home, offering both efficiency and a contemporary aesthetic. When it comes to warmth, vinyl flooring, particularly luxury vinyl tiles (LVT), stands out for its heat retention capabilities.
The composition of vinyl flooring allows it to absorb and retain heat, making it a comfortable option underfoot. Unlike some hard surface floors that can feel cold, vinyl tends to maintain a more neutral temperature, contributing to a warmer feel in a room. This characteristic is particularly pronounced in luxury vinyl tiles, which combine the practical benefits of vinyl with the aesthetic appeal of traditional tile.
Luxury vinyl tiles are often thicker than standard vinyl flooring, providing an added layer that aids in heat retention. This thickness not only contributes to a warmer feel but also enhances the overall durability and comfort of the flooring. Additionally, the installation process of LVT often involves laying it over an existing floor, which can add another layer of insulation, further enhancing its warmth-retaining properties.


Available In-Store
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Final Thoughts

In the journey to find the perfect flooring for a warm and comfortable home, we've explored a variety of options, each with its unique attributes.
Selecting the right flooring is about understanding the specific needs of your space and balancing them with your aesthetic preferences. Whether it's the comfort of modern carpet insulation, the elegance of hardwood, the modern appeal of vinyl, or the innovative warmth of tile, each option offers its way to enhance the warmth and comfort of your home.
Remember, a warm home is not just about the temperature; it's about creating a space that feels welcoming and comfortable. With the right flooring choice, you can achieve both warmth and style, making your home a cozy haven for all seasons.

FAQs

Does carpet really help keep the home warm?
Absolutely! Modern carpet acts as a layer of insulation, keeping rooms warmer by preventing heat from escaping through the floors.

What are the carpet stair trends that also offer warmth?
Currently, plush and textured carpets are in vogue for stairs, providing both warmth and a modern touch to any staircase.

How do carpet tiles compare to regular carpeting for insulation?
Carpet tiles, though thinner than traditional carpet, offer similar insulating benefits, with the added advantage of easy replacement and installation.

Can hardwood floors be a warm flooring option?
Yes, when paired with area rugs and the right underlayment, hardwood floors can retain heat and add warmth to your home.

What makes vinyl flooring a good insulator?
Vinyl flooring, especially luxury vinyl tiles, can retain heat well due to their composition and, when installed over an existing floor, can add an extra layer of insulation.

Are tile floors always cold?
Not necessarily. With the advent of heated tile flooring systems, tiles can provide a warm surface underfoot.

How does heated tile flooring work?
Heated tile flooring uses a radiant heating system installed beneath the tiles that warms the floor surface, providing consistent heat distribution across the room.

Is it expensive to install heated flooring systems under tile?
The cost can vary, but considering the long-term benefits of energy efficiency and comfort, many homeowners find it to be a worthwhile investment.
Next, we will evaluate different flooring options, from modern carpet to hardwood. We'll look at how these materials not only contribute to the thermal efficiency of a space but also how they fit into the broader picture of home energy efficiency.



Visit Our Halifax Location Today!
127 Chain Lake Drive, Halifax
GET DIRECTIONS
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Selecting the right flooring when you're a dog owner goes beyond mere aesthetics. It's a delicate blend of functionality and design, shaped by the daily adventures of your four-legged companion. Dogs, as lovable as they are, can be tough on floors. The playful scratches of an enthusiastic pup chasing a ball, the occasional indoor potty accidents, or the wet footprints left behind after a fun play in the rain – all pose unique challenges to maintaining pristine floors.



Factors to Consider When Choosing Flooring for Dog Owners
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As a proud dog owner, making your home pet-friendly is undoubtedly a priority. However, ensuring it remains stylish and functional is equally vital. The flooring, being one of the most utilized aspects of any household, demands particular attention. Before diving into specific flooring types, let's highlight the key factors dog owners should consider when choosing the perfect flooring solution.
Durability
Every time your furry friend dashes to the door to greet you or excitedly chases after a toy, the floor takes the brunt. Thus, a floor's ability to withstand scratches, dents, and the general wear and tear from those playful moments is crucial. The longevity of your investment hinges on its durability.

Moisture Resistance
Whether it's an unforeseen accident, a toppled-over water bowl, or just those tiny wet paw prints after a rainy walk, moisture is a common concern for pet owners. The right flooring should be resilient to these occasional water-related mishaps, preventing long-term damage and making cleanup a breeze.


Comfort
While we often think about the floor's visual appeal or its resistance to damage, it's essential not to overlook comfort. A floor's texture and warmth can impact both the pet and the owner. You'd want a surface that's gentle on your pet's paws and joints, especially if they're spending a significant amount of time indoors. Moreover, as a homeowner, standing or walking on a comfortable floor enhances your living experience.

Maintenance
Dogs, as delightful as they are, can sometimes be messy. From shedding fur to bringing in outdoor dirt, there's always something. The ideal flooring should be low-maintenance, requiring minimal effort to clean and maintain its lustre. Furthermore, consider the long-term upkeep: Does it need periodic refinishing or special treatments to retain its appeal?






Visit Our Halifax Location Today!
127 Chain Lake Drive, Halifax
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Luxury Vinyl Flooring: The Modern Preference
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As today's flooring solution that seamlessly meshes both durability and aesthetic appeal, luxury vinyl flooring has emerged as an essential choice for dog owners.

About Luxury Vinyl Tile (LVT)

Unlike traditional vinyl, luxury vinyl flooring, available in luxury vinyl tile (LVT) and Luxury Vinyl Plank (LVP) formats, is designed with multiple layers. These layers, which often include a core, a printed layer replicating natural textures like wood or stone, and a protective topcoat, are a testament to luxury vinyl flooring's resilience and versatility. This multi-layered approach serves dual purposes: it mirrors the visual appeal of high-end materials and offers durability that's a notch above most other flooring types.

Why It Appeals to Dog Owners

The challenges dog owners face with flooring are unique. From continuous scratching to unexpected spills and accidents, the floor needs to bear it all. Here's why luxury vinyl tile (LVT) stands tall:
	Durability: Beyond just daily wear and tear, luxury vinyl flooring is equipped to handle sharp dog nails. This reduces concerns about unsightly marks or gouges.
	Water Proofing: No more panic during those unplanned pet spills. The waterproof nature of luxury vinyl tile (LVT) ensures that accidental spills won't result in long-term damage.
	Easy Maintenance: Be it paw prints or shedding, the non-porous nature of luxury vinyl flooring makes cleaning a breeze.
	Aesthetic Diversity: Who said dog-friendly flooring can't be stylish? With options ranging from wood finishes to stone textures, luxury vinyl tile (LVT) ensures homeowners don't compromise on style.


Cost Factor & Installation

Another upside to luxury vinyl tile (LVT) is its cost-effectiveness. Unlike authentic wood or stone, luxury vinyl flooring provides an upscale look without an upscale price. Furthermore, its installation process is relatively straightforward, making it appealing to homeowners who prefer DIY projects or wish to save on professional installation costs.

Available In-Store
Are you often searching for ‘flooring places near me’? Your search ends at Floors Plus, where we offer a diverse range of flooring Halifax residents love.
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Laminate Flooring: The Balance Between Cost and Durability

[image: ]
Laminate flooring strikes a middle ground, offering a semblance of hardwood without its vulnerabilities, especially where pets are concerned.

Understanding Laminate Flooring

Laminate is a multi-layer synthetic product fused together using a lamination process. Its core usually consists of resin and fiberboard materials. The top layer, which is what we see and walk on, is a high-resolution photograph of real wood or stone, protected by a clear wear layer.


Economic and Installation Advantages

For homeowners looking for budget-friendly options that still offer the elegance of wood laminate is an ideal choice. Additionally, the tongue-and-groove system used in laminate flooring facilitates quicker and less complicated installations. Laminate comes in various grades and thicknesses.
While thicker laminates tend to be more durable, they might also come with a heftier price tag. Homeowners should balance their budget with the anticipated wear and tear to make an informed choice.



Laminate's Appeal to Dog Owners

Dog owners know that flooring is not just about aesthetics—it's about resilience. Here's how laminate addresses their unique challenges:
	Scratch Resistance: Laminate's wear layer is built to withstand the enthusiastic scurrying of pets.
	Water Resistance: While not entirely waterproof, newer laminate options come with better water-resistant capabilities.
	Ease of Cleanup: The smooth surface means that hair, dander, and dirt don't get a firm grip.


Available In-Store
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Tile/Stone: The Everlasting Champions of Durability

[image: ]
When longevity is the prime criterion, few materials can match the time-tested resilience of tile and stone.

The Undying Appeal of Tile and Stone

From ancient palaces to modern homes, tile and stone have been flooring staples. Their longevity, paired with timeless beauty, makes them a worthwhile investment. Ceramics, porcelain, slate, and marble—each has its distinct character.

Why They're a Dog Owner's Dream

The hard, cool surface of tile and stone is perfect for dogs, especially in warmer climates:
	Durability: These materials can withstand even the most playful and energetic of dogs.
	Hygiene: Tiles and stones, being non-porous, don't harbour allergens, ensuring a healthier environment for both pets and owners.
	Cooling Effect: Especially in hotter climates, these materials provide a cool resting place for pets.


Cost and Longevity

Although the initial investment for high-quality tile or stone might be substantial, the long-term benefits in terms of durability and minimal maintenance often justify the cost. Given their longevity, they can be considered a one-time investment for many homeowners.

Available In-Store
[image: ]Aspen

[image: ]Lugano

[image: ]Prive





Engineered Hardwood: Authenticity Meets Stability

[image: ]
Engineered hardwood is often considered the best of both worlds when it comes to flooring. It combines the opulence of real wood with the stability of high-end construction, making it particularly suitable for homeowners with pets.

About Engineered Hardwood

Unlike solid hardwood floors that are milled from a single piece of lumber, engineered hardwood floors are made up of several layers. The top layer, known as the veneer, is a thin slice of real wood, which gives the floor its authentic look. Beneath this layer lie multiple layers of plywood, MDF, or fiberboard, which give the flooring its stability and resistance to moisture.

Maintenance and Longevity

Engineered hardwood, while durable, still requires care. Regular sweeping or vacuuming to remove pet hair and dander, coupled with occasional damp mopping, can ensure its longevity. However, it's essential to promptly wipe up any spills to prevent moisture seepage.


Why Pet Owners are Leaning Towards Engineered Hardwood

The beauty of wood flooring is undeniable. However, solid wood can be susceptible to scratches, dents, and moisture damage, issues often exacerbated by pets. Here's how engineered hardwood stands out:
	Durability: The multi-layered construction gives it a strength that's superior to traditional hardwood, making it resistant to the dings and scratches of pet claws.
	Moisture Resistance: The plywood or fiberboard layers help reduce the wood's natural tendency to expand and contract, making it less vulnerable to moisture damage from pet accidents or spills.
	Authentic Look: Despite its enhanced durability, it doesn't compromise on the aesthetic appeal of genuine wood.


Available In-Store

[image: ]
Deauville







Final Thoughts

For dog owners, the quest for the right flooring extends beyond mere aesthetics. It demands a careful balance between style and the practical challenges that come with owning a pet. Whether it's the durability of luxury vinyl flooring, the cost-effectiveness of laminate, the ageless charm of tile and stone, or the perfect blend of beauty and resilience in engineered hardwood, homeowners have a plethora of options. The secret is in identifying the nuances of each type and aligning them with both the homeowner's design preferences and the pet's needs.

FAQs

Is luxury vinyl flooring good for dogs?
Yes, its durability, water proof properties, easy maintenance, and diverse design options make it particularly suitable for households with dogs.
Can laminate floors withstand dog scratches?
Yes, the laminate's wear layer is designed to resist the enthusiastic movements of pets, including scratching.
Are tiles or stone floors pet-friendly?
Absolutely. Besides being highly durable, tile and stone floors provide a cool surface, especially beneficial in hotter climates, making it comfortable for pets.
Does engineered hardwood work well with pets?
Yes, engineered hardwood combines the aesthetic beauty of real wood with enhanced resilience, making it a preferred choice for homes with pets.
How easy is it to maintain luxury vinyl flooring with pets?
Quite easy. The non-porous nature of luxury vinyl flooring facilitates hassle-free cleaning, even with paw prints or pet shedding.
Is laminate flooring water-resistant enough for dog-related spills?
While laminate isn't entirely waterproof, newer options in the market offer improved water resistance, making it a viable choice for pet owners.
How do tile and stone floors contribute to a healthier home environment for pets?
Being non-porous, tiles and stones prevent the trapping of allergens, ensuring a healthier living space for both pets and their owners.
Which is more scratch-resistant: engineered hardwood or traditional hardwood?
Engineered hardwood, with its multi-layered construction, typically offers superior resistance to dings and scratches compared to traditional hardwood.
Can engineered hardwood handle moisture from pet spills?
Yes, engineered hardwood's plywood or fiberboard layers reduce the material's natural tendency to expand and contract, making it less susceptible to moisture damage.
Does luxury vinyl tile offer a variety of designs suitable for stylish homes? 
Indeed, with designs mimicking everything from wood finishes to stone textures, luxury vinyl tile ensures homeowners don't have to sacrifice style for durability.


[image: carpet places near me]

When it comes to interior design, every element, from your choice of flooring to the shade of paint on your walls, plays a pivotal role. Among these elements, bedroom rugs, although often overlooked, stand out as definitive game changers. Like the pivotal decision between opting for the elegance of laminate or the practicality of luxury vinyl, the rug you choose can redefine your bedroom's ambiance and comfort.



The Significance of a Bedroom Rug
When interior designers enter a room, they observe the visible elements and the tactile and auditory environment. Each design choice, from the paint on the walls to the rugs on the floor, influences how a room feels and functions. Rugs play an integral role in these choices, especially in the bedroom.

[image: bedroom rug from carpet Halifax]
More Than Just Decor
For many, a rug might seem like a mere decorative addition. However, to an interior designer, it’s a multipurpose element that adds value on several levels:
Thermal Comfort
The primary function of any rug is to provide warmth. Hardwood or tiled floors can feel chilly in colder seasons or regions. A well-placed rug insulates against the cold, ensuring your first step out of bed is a warm one

Sound Buffering
Rooms with bare floors often have subtle echoes, making them feel emptier and colder. Rugs absorb sound, reducing noise levels and creating a sense of intimacy and warmth. For homes with multiple floors, a rug can also muffle the sound of footsteps for those below.


Safety and Cushioning
An often-overlooked benefit is the safety a rug offers. It provides a non-slip surface, crucial in preventing accidents, especially in dimly lit settings like a bedroom at night. Moreover, its cushioning effect is kinder to the feet and can reduce fatigue.

Air Quality
Rugs act as passive air filters. They trap dust, pollen, and particulates, which can be cleaned away. This function is invaluable, especially for bedrooms – where clean, allergen-free air is essential for a good night's sleep.



Tying the Room Together
A rug is not just a functional element; it's an art piece on your floor. Its influence on room aesthetics is profound:
Focal Point Creation
A rug can be the standout feature, especially in bedrooms with neutral or minimalist decor. Whether through its pattern, colour, or texture, it can draw the eye and become a conversation starter.

Zone Definition
Rugs can demarcate spaces in larger bedrooms or those with open layouts. For instance, a rug under a reading nook differentiates that space from the rest of the room, creating a cozy corner.


Harmonizing Elements
The right rug can bridge diverse design elements, creating coherence. For example, a room with modern furniture and vintage wall art might seem disjointed. But a rug incorporating colours or patterns from both can tie them seamlessly together.

Mood Elevation
Colour psychology isn’t just about walls. The colour of your rug can influence the room’s mood. Light blues and greens can be calming, perfect for a bedroom, while bold reds or golds can add opulence and warmth.





Visit Our Halifax Location Today!
127 Chain Lake Drive, Halifax
GET DIRECTIONS




Mastering Rug Size & Placement
When selecting a rug for your bedroom, size and placement can define the space's functionality and ambiance. Correct proportions and strategic positioning are integral to achieving the desired effect.

[image: area rugs halifax]
Determining the Perfect Rug Size

Smaller Bedrooms (Up to 100 square feet):
A rug that's too large can overpower the space. Choose a 5' x 8' rug to place under the lower two-thirds of your bed, ensuring that your feet land on a soft surface when getting out of bed.
Medium Bedrooms (100-200 square feet):
A 6' x 9' or 8' x 10' rug typically fits well, allowing more extensive coverage without overwhelming the floor. This size ensures that both the bed and bedside tables can sit comfortably atop the rug.
Larger Bedrooms (200 square feet and above):
An expansive room benefits from a 9' x 12' rug or larger. This size can accommodate a king-size bed, bedside tables, and even additional furniture pieces, creating a cohesive visual ensemble.

Effective Rug Placement Strategies

Under the Bed
The most common strategy is to place the rug under the bed. Ensure that it extends at least 2-3 feet on either side to balance the look.
At the Bed’s Foot
If you wish to highlight the foot of your bed or a bench, a smaller rug placed perpendicular to the bed achieves this effect.
Layering
In eclectic or boho-themed interiors, layering smaller rugs can add depth, texture, and colour variance. Start with a neutral, larger rug as the base and add smaller, patterned rugs on top.

Available In-Store
Are you often searching for ‘carpet places near me’? Your search ends at Floors Plus, where we offer diverse carpeting solutions, including an impressive range of carpet Halifax residents love. We can turn any carpet into an area rug!
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Crafting Aesthetics: Delving into Color, Pattern, and Texture

[image: Halifax carpet store]
Your bedroom is a sanctuary, and the rug’s colour, pattern, and texture play a vital role in setting the right mood and complementing the existing decor.
Color Harmony

Neutral Palette
If your bedroom walls and decor lean towards neutral tones like beige, gray, or white, you can either opt for a matching rug for a minimalistic look or introduce a pop of colour for contrast.
Bold Accents
If you have vibrant wall art, throw pillows, or bed linens, choose a rug that picks up these accent colours to unify the room's colour story.
Dark vs. Light
Darker rugs tend to ground a space and make it feel cozier, while lighter rugs can open up a room and make it feel more spacious.

Texture Play

Plush and Shaggy Rugs
Ideal for creating a cozy and warm feel, especially if your bedroom has stark or industrial elements.
Flat-weave and Low-pile Rugs
These are versatile, easy to clean, and suit both contemporary and traditional bedroom designs.
Natural Fibers
Jute or sisal rugs add an earthy touch, ideal for coastal, rustic, or bohemian themes.



Patterns and Themes

Simple Surroundings
A patterned rug can serve as a focal point if your bedroom has plain walls and minimal decor. From intricate oriental designs to modern geometric patterns, the rug can set the room’s tone.
Busy Bedroom
In a room already rich in patterns, a solid rug or one with subtle patterns can bring balance and prevent visual chaos.

By understanding the size, placement, color, and texture strategies in interior design, you can make informed choices that elevate the aesthetics of your bedroom and create a harmonious environment tailored to your preferences.



Visit a Floors Plus Location Today!
If you're in the market for area rugs Halifax Floors Plus has an abundant inventory and experts ready to guide you. Any of our large variety of carpets can be turned into a custom-sized area rug.
GET DIRECTIONS







Rug Maintenance

Care for Wool Rugs
Despite their durability, woollen rugs can shed over time, demanding regular vacuuming to retain their plush appearance.
Synthetic Rugs - A Breeze to Maintain
For those leading a busy life, these stain-resistant rugs offer peace of mind, requiring minimal attention.

Natural Fiber Rugs’ Unique Requirements
Prone to trapping dust, they might need periodic shaking or thorough vacuuming to keep them fresh and inviting.



Ensuring Comfort: Beyond the Visuals

The Underfoot Experience
A rug's primary role is to cater to your feet. Be it atop cold luxury vinyl tiles or hard laminate surfaces, a rug's plush embrace can redefine underfoot comfort.

Choosing the Right Thickness
Depending on your preference and the existing floor type, selecting the right pile height can significantly affect the overall comfort.



[image: custom bedroom rug from carpet place near me]


Final Thoughts

Choosing a bedroom rug goes beyond aesthetics; it's about understanding your space, preferences, and needs. Similar to how one would walk into Floors Plus showrooms to get a tangible feel of flooring options, investing time in experiencing different rug textures and designs firsthand can prove invaluable. So, if you're looking for Halifax carpet options or wish to explore a myriad of designs, visit a Floors Plus location near you. Our experts are always ready to provide personalized advice, ensuring you find the perfect rug to elevate your bedroom's aesthetic and comfort.
No more searching for ‘carpet place near me’. Visit a Floors Plus retail store and browse our extensive selection of carpet today that can be turned into an area rug of any size of your choice!


FAQs

What factors should I consider when choosing a bedroom rug?
Beyond aesthetics, consider the rug's material, size, maintenance needs, and how it complements other elements in your room.
How do I decide on the right size of the rug for my bedroom?
Measure your bedroom's dimensions and ensure the rug fits proportionately. It should be large enough to make a statement but not so large that it overwhelms the space.
Can I layer multiple rugs in my bedroom?
Yes, layering rugs can add depth and texture to your space. Start with a larger neutral rug and add smaller, patterned rugs on top.
How often should I clean my bedroom rug?
It depends on the material. While synthetic rugs might need less frequent cleaning, wool and natural fibre rugs might require regular maintenance to keep them fresh and allergen-free.
What's the difference between a low-pile and a high-pile rug?
Low-pile rugs have shorter fibres, making them denser and easier to clean, ideal for high traffic areas. High-pile rugs have longer fibres, creating a plush and cozy feel, perfect for bedrooms.
How can I prevent my rug from slipping?
Using a rug pad beneath your rug not only prevents slipping but also adds an extra layer of cushioning and protects your floor.
What rug materials are best for allergy sufferers?
Synthetic fibres like nylon or polyester are typically hypoallergenic and resist moisture, reducing the growth of mould and mildew.
Do bedroom rugs improve air quality?
Yes, rugs act as passive air filters by trapping dust, pollen, and other particulates, which can be vacuumed away, potentially improving the room's air quality.
Can a rug's colour influence my room's ambiance?
Absolutely. Colours like blues and greens can be calming, whereas bolder colours like reds or golds can add warmth and opulence to your space.
Where can I find a diverse selection of bedroom rugs?
Visit a Floors Plus location near you to explore an extensive array of made-to-order rug designs, textures, and colours and get expert advice tailored to your needs.


[image: hardwood floors halifax]

From the rustic allure of a countryside cottage to the sleek finish of a modern loft, flooring sets the stage for your home's overall aesthetic. It's not just about choosing between hardwood floors and luxury vinyl flooring, or settling on a colour palette. Another crucial decision that homeowners often overlook is the width of the flooring planks. It may seem like a minor detail, but the choice between wide and narrow plank floors can drastically impact your space's look and feel.
Whether it's the cozy charm of narrow planks, reminiscent of vintage hardwood, or the contemporary appeal of wide luxury vinyl plank or engineered hardwood floors, each brings unique benefits and potential drawbacks. Your decision could influence everything from the installation process and durability to the cost and your home's resale value.
So, how do you make the right choice? This guide aims to demystify the process, offering insights into the world of wide and narrow plank floors. By delving into their characteristics, comparing costs and durability, and considering factors like room size and house style, we'll help you determine which plank width best suits your home.



The Classic Charm of Narrow Plank Floors

[image: halifax hardwood floor]
A Step Back in Time
When it comes to enduring appeal, nothing quite matches the allure of narrow plank hardwood floors. These slender beauties, typically three inches or less in width, evoke the charm of bygone eras, lending an air of warmth and history to any room they grace.
Picture a quaint Parisian apartment, its narrow, polished hardwood floorboards reflecting the glow of morning sunlight. This intimate, cozy atmosphere is the distinctive character of narrow planks. They're an embodiment of tradition, a nod to the craftsmanship of yesteryears that never falls out of style.

The Fine Detail of Narrow Plank
But narrow planks aren't merely about nostalgia. The beauty of these floors lies in their unique visual texture. The increased number of seams creates a rhythmic pattern of lines, a dance of light and shadow that adds depth and richness to any space. In smaller rooms, this intricacy works wonders, enhancing the perception of space and drawing the eye across the length and breadth of the area.
Now that we've delved into the timeless appeal of narrow plank floors, why not come and see them for yourself? Visit your nearest Floors Plus and discover our wide range of hardwood floor options perfect for bringing that classic charm into your home.

Available In-Store
[image: hardwood flooring in halifax]NATURAL - Lauzon Hard Maple
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Visit Our Halifax Location Today!
127 Chain Lake Drive, Halifax
GET DIRECTIONS




The Modern Appeal of Wide Plank Floors

[image: 2023 residential flooring trends]
The Bold and the Beautiful
On the other end of the spectrum, wide plank floors exude a bold, modern aesthetic that's hard to ignore. Wide planks, measuring anywhere from five to ten inches in width, speak the language of luxury, sophistication, and style.
The expansiveness of wide planks offers a clean, seamless look, an unbroken expanse that accentuates the natural grain and beauty of the wood. It's a statement piece, transforming an ordinary room into a canvas of elegance and modernity.

Seamless Simplicity
And it's not just about the size. The magic of wide planks lies in their simplicity. With fewer seams to break the visual flow, these floors give a sense of openness, creating the illusion of a larger, more airy space. It's a design choice that's especially suited to minimalist or Scandinavian styles, but with the right finish and stain, it can also lend a rustic, old-world charm to your interiors.

Available In-Store
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Factors to Consider When Choosing Plank Width

Deciding between wide and narrow plank floors goes beyond aesthetic preferences. Multiple factors come into play that can influence your final choice. Let's discuss these considerations in detail.
Room Size
One of the main considerations is the size of the room. In general, wide planks can make a space seem larger due to fewer seams breaking up the floor. On the other hand, narrow planks can provide an illusion of space in smaller rooms due to the increased number of lines and movement.

Style of the House
The overall style of your home can also guide your decision. Narrow planks, with their traditional charm, might fit better in a home with classic, vintage, or rustic design elements. Conversely, wide planks, with their sleek and modern aesthetic, would complement contemporary, minimalist, or Scandinavian designs beautifully.


Installation Process
The installation process for both options differs significantly. Installing narrow planks can be more time-consuming because of the greater number of planks, while wide planks require careful handling to prevent problems like cupping or gapping.
Choosing between wide and narrow plank floors involves more than just looks. There are several practical considerations to bear in mind, and our knowledgeable staff at Floors Plus are more than ready to help guide you through this decision. Visit us today and get answers to all your flooring questions.

[image: narrow plank hardwood floors for sale in halifax]


Comparison of Durability Between Wide and Narrow Plank Floors

When it comes to durability, both wide and narrow planks of hardwood floor offer their strengths and drawbacks.
Narrow planks, because of their size, tend to be less susceptible to warping and bowing. Their multiple seams can provide extra stability, reducing the risk of movement caused by humidity and temperature fluctuations.
Wide hardwood floor planks, however, while more vulnerable to environmental changes, are often cut from the heart of the tree, which can increase their longevity. Still, the right installation and proper maintenance are crucial to ensure the durability of wide plank hardwood floors.



Visit Our Moncton Location Today!
645 Malenfant Blvd, Dieppe
GET DIRECTIONS




Cost Comparison: Wide vs Narrow Plank Floors

It's essential to consider both upfront and long-term costs when choosing between wide and narrow plank floors.
Over time, maintenance costs can vary. Wide plank floors, with their fewer seams, might be easier and cheaper to maintain, while narrow planks, with more gaps, might need more frequent cleaning and care.
Ultimately, the decision should balance your budget, the look you want to achieve, and the practicality of your choice in the context of your lifestyle and home environment.

[image: halifax hardwood flooring for sale]


Final Thoughts

Choosing between wide and narrow plank floors extends beyond simple aesthetics. It's a calculated blend of your personal style aspirations, practical considerations, and budget constraints. Both options possess their unique charm, capable of completely transforming your living space to mirror your distinct personality.
Narrow planks, with their classic allure, infuse warmth and nostalgia, crafting spaces that resonate with the echoes of history. In contrast, wide planks narrate a story of modern elegance, adding a robust, luxury touch to your interiors.
Are you prepared to make that decision? Take that transformative step. Breathe new life into your home. Introduce a touch of warmth with narrow plank hardwood flooring, or embrace the contemporary appeal of wide engineered hardwood. Regardless of your decision, both paths lead to a dwelling that's unmistakably you.
Ready to see these options for yourself? Visit a Floors Plus location near you to browse our showrooms and find the perfect flooring to suit your style. Happy flooring!


FAQs

What are the primary differences between wide and narrow plank floors?
Wide and narrow plank floors primarily differ in terms of aesthetics and installation process. Wide plank floors offer a modern, spacious look and have fewer seams, while narrow planks offer a classic, detailed appearance.
Does plank width affect the perception of room size?
Yes, the width of your planks can affect the perceived size of a room. Wide planks can make a room appear larger due to fewer seams, while narrow planks can create a sense of space in smaller rooms due to the increased number of lines.
What style of homes do wide plank floors best suit?
Wide plank floors, with their sleek and modern aesthetic, beautifully complement contemporary, minimalist, or Scandinavian home designs.
How do narrow plank floors fit into home design?
Narrow planks, with their traditional charm, might fit better in a home with classic, vintage, or rustic design elements.
How do I choose between wide and narrow plank floors?
Your choice depends on several factors, including your aesthetic preference, the size of your room, your home style, your budget, and the durability you require.
What type of hardwood is used for wide plank floors?
Wide plank floors are often cut from high-quality timber. They can be made from a variety of wood species, including oak, maple, and pine.
What type of hardwood is used for narrow plank floors?
Like wide plank floors, narrow plank floors can also be made from a variety of wood species. The type of hardwood used often influences the final look and feel of the floor.
Are wide or narrow planks more durable?
Narrow planks, due to their size, tend to be less susceptible to warping and bowing, while wide planks, cut from the heart of the tree, may offer increased longevity. However, durability also depends on proper installation and maintenance.
Can I use both wide and narrow plank floors in my home?
Yes, it is possible to use both in your home, depending on the design and style of each room. However, for consistency, it's usually recommended to choose one width for the main areas.
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Step into a world where tradition meets innovation, where art merges with functionality. The world of ceramic tiles. A staple in any modern home, tiles serve more than just their utilitarian purpose. They're also an expression of personality, and when chosen wisely, they can drastically alter the ambiance of a room. Whether it's the sheen of a polished porcelain tile or the earthiness of stone tiles, the options are limitless. In this article, we'll unveil 10 spectacular tile patterns and designs that can metamorphose any room into an awe-inspiring space. So, let's dive in and start the journey of creating your dream abode!



1. Straight Lay: Simplicity at Its Best

In the world of interior design, the power of simplicity should never be underestimated. This principle is embodied in the straight lay pattern, a straightforward design that has stood the test of time as a classic favourite.
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A Showcase of Individual Beauty
The straight lay pattern, as the name suggests, involves laying each tile side by side, forming a grid that aligns seamlessly with the walls. This pattern is admired for its ability to highlight the intrinsic beauty of each individual tile. Be it a lustrous porcelain tile, a rustic stone tile, or a stylish tile from your local Halifax tile supplier, the straight lay pattern ensures every detail is on full display.

A Canvas for Your Creativity
But how can something so simple transform a room? The straight lay pattern is all about putting your floor tiles or wall tiles in the spotlight, letting the colours, textures, and finishes of your tiles become the focal point. This unassuming layout becomes a blank canvas, ideal for rooms where unique or high-end tiles deserve center stage.

If you're considering embracing the timeless appeal of a straight lay pattern, look no further than Floors Plus, your premier Halifax tile store. We provide a diverse selection of top-quality tiles perfect for this design. Pay us a visit today, and let our expert team guide you in choosing the perfect tile to complement your aesthetic. After all, sophistication often lies in simplicity, and we're here to help you bring that sophistication into your home.



Visit Our Halifax Location Today!
127 Chain Lake Drive, Halifax
GET DIRECTIONS




2. Diagonal: An Angle on Sophistication

If you're eyeing a stylish departure from the norm, the diagonal tile layout could be your ticket to a dynamic living space. This unique pattern places each tile at a 45-degree angle, imbuing your room with a fresh and inviting perspective.

[image: ]
Infusing Energy and Space
The diagonal layout, with its diamond-like effect, breathes life into both porcelain tiles and stone tiles, introducing an eye-catching rhythm that makes the space come alive. Not just a feast for the eyes, this pattern is also functional, making rooms appear more spacious. It's the magic of diagonal layout - giving your floor tiles or wall tiles a visual boost.

A Taste for the Unconventional
The diagonal pattern is a popular pick among those who crave the blend of familiarity with a taste of the unusual. It offers a perfect balance of elegance and sophistication, without veering too far off the beaten path.

Whether you're designing a brand-new space or planning a revamp, this stylish layout can seamlessly lift your room from the ordinary to the extraordinary. So, why stick to the straight and narrow when you can play with angles and turn your home décor on its head? With the diagonal tile pattern, you're not just decorating; you're making a statement.




3. Checkerboard: Classic yet Contemporary

Inviting a dash of retro charm into your home is as easy as opting for the checkerboard tile pattern. It's a design that's both timeless and modern, merging the nostalgia of the past with the sleekness of the present.
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Revisiting the Classics
Rooted in tradition, the checkerboard pattern is all about alternating two contrasting tiles to create an instantly recognizable grid. The dramatic interplay between light and dark hues, whether on floor tiles or wall tiles, becomes an enchanting visual dance. Whether you pick stark black and white porcelain tiles or contrasting fun tones, this pattern brings a sense of rhythm and structure to any space.

A Modern Take on Timeless Elegance
Beyond the aesthetics, the checkerboard layout holds its own in the functionality department as well. It's adept at camouflaging dirt and stains, making it a practical choice for high-traffic areas. This pattern also has the unique ability to add depth and dimension to your room, making it feel more spacious.

Remember, embracing the checkerboard pattern doesn't mean sacrificing your contemporary tastes. It's about blending the old with the new and creating a space that exudes both classic charm and modern sophistication. After all, who says you can't enjoy the best of both worlds?




4. Herringbone: For a Dynamic Flow

Elevate the aesthetic appeal of your room with the herringbone pattern, a layout that seamlessly blends traditional charm with dynamic modernism. This distinctive design is all about creating visual movement and a sense of flow that truly makes your space come alive.
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A Dance of Diagonals
The herringbone pattern is a masterclass in geometric beauty, formed by laying tiles in a staggered arrangement to create a 'V' shape. Whether you choose the cool sophistication of porcelain tiles or the natural allure of stone tiles from your go-to Halifax tile supplier, this pattern is a guaranteed head-turner. It adds a refreshing dynamism to floor tiles and wall tiles alike, making your space feel vibrant and engaging.

The Art of Creating Movement
Beyond its visual appeal, the herringbone pattern also gives a perception of movement, directing the eye along its intricate diagonals. This can be used to subtly guide visitors' gaze towards a specific area or feature in your room.

Ready to infuse a dynamic flow into your space? The team at Floors Plus, your local Halifax tile store, is equipped with the expertise and the selection to help you realize your vision. Visit us today, and together, we can create a space that not only tells a story but also sets it in motion. Because with the herringbone pattern, your room is not just designed - it's choreographed.



Visit Our Moncton Location Today!
645 Malenfant Blvd, Dieppe
GET DIRECTIONS




5. Running Bond: The Timeless Charm

Imbue your room with a dose of timeless charm with the running bond pattern. Known for its enduring appeal, this layout has held a long-standing place in the design world, lending a unique allure to homes across the ages.
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The Beauty of Offset Rows
In a running bond pattern, tiles are arranged in offset rows, much like bricks in a wall. This alternating layout works wonderfully with a variety of tiles, whether it's the glossy finish of porcelain tiles, the rugged appeal of stone tiles, or a blend of both for a unique look. Suitable for both floor tiles and wall tiles, the running bond pattern introduces a delightful rhythmic harmony to your space.

Harmony in Design
The magic of the running bond layout lies in its versatility. It's a style that's adaptable to virtually any aesthetic, whether you're aiming for a rustic, traditional, or contemporary look. This pattern adds depth and dimension to your room while also having the practical benefit of disguising imperfections.

The running bond pattern is a testament to the fact that charm, much like style, is timeless. So why not consider this classic design for your next home makeover? After all, time-tested allure never goes out of fashion.



6. Windmill: A Rustic Rendition

Venture off the beaten path with the windmill tile pattern, a design that's steeped in rustic charm. This unique layout captures the whimsical spirit of countryside windmills, introducing a pastoral allure to your living space.
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Countryside Appeal in Your Home
In the windmill pattern, four rectangular tiles encircle a smaller square tile, mimicking the blades of a windmill. Whether using a lustrous porcelain tile or the earthy feel of stone tiles, this layout brings a quaint countryside touch to your floor tiles or wall tiles.

A Dance of Shapes and Sizes
What makes the windmill pattern truly stand out is its interplay of shapes and sizes. It's a delight for the eyes, adding a fun twist to your room while maintaining an air of refined simplicity.

The windmill pattern is a nod to the tranquillity of rustic living. Why not bring this serene charm into your own home, and let your rooms tell a story that's as unique as a country breeze?




7. Pinwheel: Whirl of Elegance

Invite a twirl of sophistication into your home with the pinwheel tile pattern. This design is an artistic whirlwind, spinning an intricate web of elegance and style throughout your space.
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An Intricate Dance of Tiles
The pinwheel pattern, also known as the hopscotch pattern, pairs a small square tile with a larger square tile to create an effect reminiscent of a spinning pinwheel. This design, whether realized in the shine of porcelain tiles or the natural aesthetics of stone tiles, adds a playful yet elegant touch to your floor tiles and wall tiles.

Spinning a Tale of Elegance
This unique layout is a favourite among those seeking a balance between whimsy and sophistication. It creates an intriguing visual dance, making your space feel dynamic and stylish.

Ready to spin a tale of elegance in your own home? Visit Floors Plus, your trusted Halifax tile supplier. Our team of experts will help you navigate our wide selection of quality tiles to find the perfect match for your pinwheel design. Don't just decorate your home; spin it into a whirl of elegance with the pinwheel tile pattern.
Yes, Floors Plus offers a variety of outdoor-friendly tile options. These include certain types of porcelain and stone tiles that are durable, weather-resistant, and come in a variety of styles and finishes to enhance your outdoor space.
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8. English Bond: Tradition with a Twist

Revitalize your space with the English bond pattern, a design that blends traditional elements with a modern twist. Known for its sturdy arrangement, this layout infuses your room with a classic charm that's both inviting and enduring.
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The Strength of Tradition
The English bond pattern alternates between rows of rectangular and square tiles, echoing the strong and reliable bricklaying pattern of the same name. It's a design that feels equally at home with the glossy finish of porcelain tiles as it does with the rustic textures of stone tiles.

Classic Meets Contemporary
With the English bond, your floor tiles or wall tiles exude an air of historic charm, but the pattern's clean lines and organized layout lend a modern sensibility. This blend of the old and new can make your space feel timeless yet trendy.

The English bond pattern isn't just a design; it's a nod to the enduring beauty of the past, transformed for the needs of the present. With it, your room becomes a space where tradition meets trend, and where charm comes hand-in-hand with chic.




9. Basketweave: Weaving Wonders

Immerse your room in the intricate beauty of a woven masterpiece with the basketweave tile pattern. This design is inspired by the detailed craftsmanship of weavers, creating a captivating visual texture that's both inviting and intriguing.
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A Tapestry of Tiles
In the basketweave pattern, rectangular tiles are paired to mimic the interwoven strands of a basket. The beauty of porcelain tiles or the natural charm of stone tiles comes together in this pattern, creating a rich visual tapestry on your floor tiles or wall tiles.

Detail, Depth, and Design
What makes the basketweave pattern extraordinary is its level of detail. The design creates a sense of depth and dimension, making your space feel layered and dynamic. It's a layout that's simultaneously classic and unexpected, offering an intricate visual appeal.

The basketweave pattern is a celebration of the masterful art of weaving. It brings the meticulous craftsmanship of weavers to your home, transforming your space into a living tapestry of intricate design.




10. Versailles: The Royal Touch

Envelop your room in royal elegance with the Versailles tile pattern. This design, inspired by the opulent French palace, exudes a sense of regal grandeur that adds a luxurious touch to any space.
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A Palace in Your Home
The Versailles pattern, also known as the French pattern, uses a combination of four different tile sizes to create a layout that's rich in variation and visual interest. The shimmer of porcelain tiles or the authentic feel of stone tiles shines in this design, making your floor tiles or wall tiles truly stand out.

A Design Fit for Royalty
Adopting the Versailles pattern in your home is like bringing a piece of the French palace's grandeur into your own space. This design creates a regal ambiance, providing a luxurious backdrop for your day-to-day living.

The Versailles pattern is more than just a design; it's an experience. It allows you to live amid the elegance of royal life, basking in the luxurious ambiance of an era gone by. In the realm of tile patterns, the Versailles stands as a testament to the timeless allure of royal elegance, transforming your home into your very own palace.



Final Thoughts

In the realm of interior design, beauty lies in the myriad of choices that can reflect your personal taste. From the understated elegance of straight lay to the majestic flair of the Versailles, these ten ceramic tile patterns provide a canvas to express your creativity.
Just imagine, the rustic charm of a windmill pattern gracing your kitchen, or the playful swirls of a pinwheel design in your child's room. Each design can significantly elevate your space, breathing life into the mundane. And remember, your choice of porcelain tiles or stone tiles can further amplify the allure of these patterns.
Embarking on a home improvement journey can seem daunting, but with the right guidance and inspiration, it transforms into an exciting path of discovery. Our hope is that this guide sparks that inspiration, encouraging you to take that first leap.
Ready to dive deeper into the world of tiles? At Floors Plus, we offer an expansive range of floor tiles, wall tiles, and stone wall tiles. Our team of experts are on-hand to guide you in finding the perfect tile to match your chosen design.
We have Floors Plus stores conveniently located across the region. To find one nearest to you, visit our list of locations. So why wait? Start your journey with Floors Plus - your local Atlantic tile supplier, and together let's transform your home into a reflection of your unique style. Happy tiling!
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FAQs
What differentiates a porcelain tile from other types of tiles?
Porcelain tiles are known for their durability and water resistance. They're denser and less porous than other types of tiles, making them an excellent choice for both indoor and outdoor applications.
What are stone tiles, and where are they best used?
Stone tiles are crafted from natural stone, including varieties like marble, granite, limestone, and slate. Their authentic and natural appearance adds a unique, earthy touch to a room. They're typically used for floors, walls, countertops, and outdoor areas.
What should I consider when choosing floor tiles?
When choosing floor tiles, consider factors like durability, slip-resistance, maintenance, aesthetic appeal, and your lifestyle needs. Your choice of material, be it porcelain, stone, or ceramic, should align with the functional needs and design theme of your space.
How can I use wall tiles to enhance my space?
Wall tiles can be used to create an accent wall, to protect your walls in moisture-prone areas like bathrooms and kitchens, or to add texture and depth to a room. The choice of pattern, colour, and texture can dramatically influence the room's ambiance.
What is the best way to clean and maintain stone wall tiles?
Stone wall tiles can be cleaned using a soft, damp cloth or mop and a neutral pH cleaner specifically designed for natural stone. It's best to avoid acidic or abrasive cleaners as they can damage the stone's surface.
Which tile patterns are most affordable, considering labour costs and material waste?
The straight lay and diagonal patterns are generally the most affordable in terms of labour costs and material waste. These patterns are relatively straightforward to install and require less cutting of tiles compared to more complex patterns like Herringbone or Versailles. However, the total cost can also depend on other factors, like the type of tile you choose and the specific rates of your tile installer.
What is the benefit of using a pattern like Herringbone or Versailles?
Tile patterns like Herringbone or Versailles can add visual interest, depth, and character to a room. They can become the focal point of your space and, with the right tiles choice, can perfectly complement your overall design theme.
Can I mix and match different tile patterns in a room?
Absolutely! Mixing and matching different tile patterns can create a unique and personalized look. However, it's essential to maintain a sense of balance and harmony to prevent the design from appearing too chaotic.
How do I choose the right tile pattern for my room?
Choosing the right tile pattern depends on your personal style, the size of the room, and the overall design theme. Consider factors like the room's dimensions, the tile size, colour, and texture, and the ambiance you wish to create.
Are there tile options at Floors Plus suitable for an outdoor patio?
Yes, Floors Plus offers a variety of outdoor-friendly tile options. These include certain types of porcelain and stone tiles that are durable, weather-resistant, and come in a variety of styles and finishes to enhance your outdoor space.
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Are you ready to transform your home but can't decide between laminate flooring vs luxury vinyl flooring? Fear not, we're here to guide you through this maze of flooring options and help you pick the perfect match for your space. Say goodbye to confusion and hello to clarity as we delve into the world of laminate and vinyl flooring, including luxury vinyl plank (LVP) and luxury vinyl tile (LVT). Together, we'll uncover the secrets of these popular choices and arm you with the knowledge you need to make a well-informed decision. So, let's get started!
Laminate flooring and luxury vinyl flooring are often lumped together, but they're actually quite different. Both options are considered more affordable than traditional hardwood or stone flooring, but they have unique characteristics that set them apart. Whether you're installing laminate flooring in kitchen spaces, or looking for a water-resistant luxury vinyl tile for your bathroom, understanding the nuances between these two options is essential.
Laminate flooring has been around for decades and has come a long way in design and durability. It's a popular choice for those who want the look of hardwood without the hefty price tag. On the other hand, luxury vinyl flooring is a more recent innovation that has quickly gained popularity due to its water-proof properties and realistic designs. You'll find various options within the vinyl flooring category, including luxury vinyl plank (LVP) and luxury vinyl tile (LVT), which are both types of vinyl flooring.
The selection process for new flooring can be overwhelming, especially when you're bombarded with technical jargon and industry terms. But, fret not! We're here to help you navigate the world of laminate flooring and luxury vinyl flooring. We'll discuss how these materials are made, their pros and cons, installation considerations, and how they stack up against each other in terms of cost, durability, and maintenance.
As you journey through this article, we hope to provide you with valuable insights into the differences between laminate flooring and luxury vinyl flooring, equipping you with the knowledge you need to make the best choice for your home renovation project. And when you're ready to explore a plethora of flooring options, why not stop by one of our Floors Plus showrooms in Atlantic Canada? With a vast inventory and knowledgeable experts on hand, you'll be sure to find the perfect flooring for your home. Just take a peek at our locations to discover the showroom closest to you.
So, without further ado, let's get the ball rolling and explore the fascinating world of laminate and luxury vinyl flooring!



Laminate Flooring: A Brief Overview

Laminate flooring has been a popular choice among homeowners for years, offering an affordable alternative to traditional hardwood flooring. We'll delve into the making of laminate flooring, its pros and cons, and its suitability for various spaces, including kitchens.

The Making of Laminate Flooring
Laminate flooring is a multi-layered synthetic product that is designed to mimic the look of hardwood. It's composed of four primary layers:

Wear Layer
This top layer is a transparent, durable film that provides protection against scratches, stains, and everyday wear and tear. It's often infused with aluminum oxide, a hard-wearing substance that increases the durability of the floor.

Design Layer:
This layer is where the high-resolution image of wood is printed. It gives laminate flooring its realistic appearance and is responsible for the wide variety of styles and colours available.


Core Layer
The core layer, typically made from high-density fiberboard (HDF), provides stability and support to the flooring. It's also responsible for the floor's impact resistance and helps reduce noise transmission.

Backing Layer
The bottom layer acts as a moisture barrier and provides additional support and stability to the floor. It also prevents warping and ensures that the floor lays flat.
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These layers are fused together using heat and pressure in a process called lamination, resulting in a durable, easy-to-install flooring option.

Pros and Cons of Laminate flooring
Before diving into the world of laminate flooring, it's essential to weigh its pros and cons to determine if it's the right choice for your home.

Pros
	Affordability: Laminate flooring is generally more budget-friendly than hardwood flooring, making it an attractive option for those looking to save on home renovations.
	Easy installation: Installing laminate flooring is a breeze, thanks to its click-lock or tongue-and-groove system. This makes it a popular choice for DIY enthusiasts.
	Low maintenance: Laminate floors require minimal upkeep. Regular sweeping or vacuuming and occasional damp mopping are usually all it takes to keep them looking fresh.
	Variety: With countless designs, colours, and textures available, laminate flooring can cater to diverse preferences and home styles.


Cons
	Susceptibility to moisture: Laminate flooring is not as water-resistant as vinyl flooring, making it less suitable for areas with high moisture, such as bathrooms and laundry rooms.
	Cannot refinish: Unlike hardwood floors, laminate flooring cannot be sanded and refinished. If the wear layer is damaged, the entire plank will need to be replaced.
	Shorter lifespan: Laminate flooring typically lasts between 10 and 20 years, depending on the quality and maintenance. This is shorter compared to hardwood or high-quality vinyl flooring.
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Ideal Applications for Laminate Flooring
Laminate flooring is a versatile and affordable option that can be installed in various areas of your home. Its durability, low maintenance, and wide range of designs make it an ideal choice for the following spaces:

Living Rooms
Laminate flooring's realistic appearance and comfortable feel make it a popular choice for living room installations, where aesthetics and comfort are key factors.

Bedrooms
With its warm and cozy feel underfoot, laminate flooring is a suitable option for bedrooms, providing both comfort and style.


Hallways
Laminate flooring's durability and resistance to wear make it perfect for high-traffic areas like hallways and entryways, where it can withstand constant foot traffic.

Kitchens
Laminate flooring can be a viable option for kitchens as long as precautions are taken to protect against spills and moisture. When installing laminate flooring in kitchen spaces, it's crucial to choose a high-quality, water-resistant laminate and ensure that seams are tightly locked to prevent moisture penetration. Using a waterproof underlayment and promptly cleaning up spills can also help prolong the life of your kitchen laminate flooring.


In summary, laminate flooring is a cost-effective and stylish option for various applications in your home, including living rooms, bedrooms, hallways, and even kitchens, with proper precautions. Its vast range of designs and colours, durability, and low maintenance requirements make it an appealing choice for many homeowners.
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Luxury Vinyl Flooring: A Closer Look

Luxury vinyl flooring is another popular choice among homeowners for its affordability, durability, and versatility. In this segment, we'll examine luxury vinyl flooring, its manufacturing process, the differences between luxury vinyl plank and luxury vinyl tile, its pros and cons, and the ideal applications for this type of flooring.

What is Luxury Vinyl Flooring?
Luxury vinyl flooring is a high-quality, resilient option made from multiple layers, which lends durability and a realistic appearance. It comes in two primary forms: luxury vinyl plank (LVP) and luxury vinyl tile (LVT). The primary difference between the two lies in their shape and design. LVP is designed to resemble hardwood planks, while LVT mimics the look of ceramic or stone tiles.
The manufacturing process of luxury vinyl flooring typically includes the following layers:

Backing Layer
This layer provides support and stability to the flooring. It can also include additional features like sound dampening or an attached underlayment.

Vinyl Core Layer:
Made from flexible and durable PVC (polyvinyl chloride), this layer provides the foundation for the flooring and contributes to its water resistance.


Printed Design Layer
This layer features a high-resolution image of wood, stone, or tile that gives the flooring its realistic appearance.

Wear Layer
A transparent, protective layer that guards against scratches, stains, and wear and tear. Thicker wear layers offer enhanced durability and longevity.
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These layers are fused together, resulting in a long-lasting and attractive flooring option.



LVP vs LVT
As mentioned earlier, luxury vinyl plank and luxury vinyl tile are the two primary forms of luxury vinyl flooring. While they share many similarities, such as their layered construction and realistic designs, there are a few differences that set them apart:

Shape and Appearance
LVP is designed to resemble hardwood planks, while LVT mimics the look of ceramic or stone tiles.

Installation
Both LVP and LVT can be installed using a click-lock or glue-down method, depending on the specific product. However, some LVT products may require grout during installation to create a more authentic tile appearance.



Pros and Cons of Luxury Vinyl Plank and Luxury Vinyl Tile
Before opting for luxury vinyl flooring, it's important to consider the pros and cons of both LVP and LVT.

Pros
	Water resistance: Luxury vinyl flooring is waterproof, making it suitable for areas with high moisture levels, such as bathrooms, kitchens, and laundry rooms.
	Durability: With a robust wear layer and a sturdy construction, luxury vinyl flooring can withstand heavy foot traffic and resist scratches, dents, and stains.
	Comfort: Luxury vinyl flooring is softer and warmer underfoot compared to ceramic or stone tiles, making it a more comfortable option for homeowners.
	Easy maintenance: Luxury vinyl flooring requires minimal upkeep. Regular sweeping or vacuuming and occasional damp mopping will keep it looking pristine.
	Versatility: With a wide range of designs, colours, and textures available, luxury vinyl flooring can cater to diverse tastes and home styles.


Cons
	Environmental concerns: PVC, a primary component of luxury vinyl flooring, is a non-renewable resource and can release harmful chemicals during production and disposal.
	Cannot refinish: Like laminate flooring, luxury vinyl flooring cannot be sanded and refinished. Damaged planks or tiles will need to be replaced.
	Susceptibility to heat: Direct sunlight or extreme heat can cause luxury vinyl flooring to fade or warp over time.
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Ideal Applications for Luxury Vinyl Flooring
Luxury vinyl flooring is an adaptable and resilient option that can be installed in various areas of your home, both residential and commercial. Its water-proof qualities, durability, and ease of maintenance make it an ideal choice for the following spaces:

Kitchens
The water-proof nature of luxury vinyl flooring, coupled with its durability and ease of maintenance, makes it perfect for kitchens, where spills and messes are common occurrences.

Bathrooms
The ability to withstand moisture without damage makes luxury vinyl flooring suitable for bathrooms.


Basement
Luxury vinyl flooring can handle the damp and humid conditions often found in basements, making it an excellent choice for finishing these spaces.

Laundry Rooms
Similar to bathrooms and basements, laundry rooms can benefit from the water-proof properties of luxury vinyl flooring.


High-Traffic Areas
The durability of luxury vinyl flooring makes it ideal for hallways, entryways, and other high-traffic areas in your home or commercial space.
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In conclusion, luxury vinyl flooring, available in both luxury vinyl plank and luxury vinyl tile forms, is a versatile and durable flooring option for homeowners seeking water resistance, comfort, and a wide range of design choices. It's an excellent choice for various applications, from kitchens and bathrooms to high-traffic areas. However, it's essential to consider the environmental impact and the potential for damage due to heat exposure when making your decision.
Ready to explore the world of laminate and luxury vinyl flooring? Check out our vast inventory of flooring options at Floors Plus locations in Atlantic Canada. Our friendly and knowledgeable staff can help you find the perfect flooring solution for your needs. Visit one of our showrooms today or check out our locations page to find a Floors Plus near you!

Find a FloorsPlus Near Me




Laminate vs. Vinyl Flooring: A Comprehensive Comparison

Choosing the perfect flooring for your home involves carefully weighing the pros and cons of each option. In this comprehensive comparison, we'll examine laminate and vinyl flooring in terms of cost, durability, maintenance, installation, environmental impact, and other relevant factors to help you make an informed decision.

Cost Comparison
Laminate and vinyl flooring are both budget-friendly alternatives to hardwood or stone flooring. Generally, laminate flooring is slightly more affordable than luxury vinyl flooring. However, prices can vary depending on the product's quality, design, and features.

Durability
Durability is a strength for both laminate and vinyl flooring. Luxury vinyl flooring, particularly those with a thicker wear layer, is more resistant to scratches, dents, and stains. This makes it a better option for high-traffic areas or households with pets. While laminate flooring is also durable, it is more susceptible to damage from moisture, which can cause it to swell or warp if not adequately protected.


Installation
The installation process for installing laminate flooring and luxury vinyl flooring is relatively straightforward, making them popular choices for DIY enthusiasts. Both types of flooring can be installed using a click-lock or tongue-and-groove system, which allows for easy and quick installation without the need for glue or nails. However, some luxury vinyl tile options may require grout for a more authentic tile appearance. It's important to follow the manufacturer's installation instructions and use the appropriate underlayment for the best results.

Maintenance
When it comes to maintenance, both laminate and luxury vinyl flooring are low-maintenance options. Regular sweeping or vacuuming and occasional damp mopping are typically sufficient to keep both types of flooring looking clean and fresh. However, luxury vinyl flooring's superior water resistance makes it easier to clean spills and less prone to water damage.


Comfort and Aesthetics
With a wide variety of designs, colours, and textures available, both laminate and luxury vinyl flooring allow homeowners to find the perfect match for their style and preferences. Laminate flooring tends to have a slightly more realistic wood appearance, while luxury vinyl flooring can more accurately mimic the look and feel of natural stone or tile. In terms of comfort, luxury vinyl flooring is softer and warmer underfoot, making it a more comfortable option for homeowners.

Environmental Impact
Laminate flooring has a slight advantage over vinyl flooring in terms of environmental impact. Laminate flooring is primarily made from wood by-products, making it more sustainable and eco-friendly than vinyl flooring, which is made from PVC, a non-renewable resource. PVC production and disposal can release harmful chemicals, making vinyl flooring less environmentally friendly.
That said, it's essential to consider other factors, such as the sustainability of the wood used in laminate flooring and the potential for VOC emissions from both types of flooring. Opting for flooring that meets environmental certifications, like FloorScore or GreenGuard, can help ensure a healthier indoor environment and a reduced ecological footprint.


To sum up, laminate and luxury vinyl flooring each have unique advantages and drawbacks. Laminate flooring is a more budget-friendly and eco-friendly option, while luxury vinyl flooring offers greater water resistance, durability, and comfort. By carefully considering your specific needs, budget, and preferences, you can make the best decision between these two popular flooring options. Don't hesitate to visit a Floors Plus showroom today to explore our extensive selection of laminate and luxury vinyl flooring and find the perfect solution for your home.
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Final Thoughts

In the end, the decision between laminate and luxury vinyl flooring boils down to a matter of personal preference, budget, and specific requirements. Each flooring type comes with its own set of unique characteristics, benefits, and potential drawbacks. Laminate flooring, crafted from wood by-products, offers a more authentic wood appearance, is budget-friendly, and is a more eco-conscious choice. On the other hand, luxury vinyl flooring manufactured from PVC, provides a higher level of water resistance, durability, and comfort underfoot.
Homeowners must take into account various factors such as the area of installation, expected foot traffic, exposure to moisture, and their individual aesthetic preferences. With the multitude of designs, colours, and textures available in both laminate and luxury vinyl flooring, there's no doubt that a perfect match can be found to suit any style and taste.
Before making a final decision, it's wise to compare the cost, durability, maintenance, installation process, and environmental impact of both flooring types. Also, consider the suitability of each option for specific spaces like kitchens, bathrooms, or high-traffic areas, and assess compatibility with features like radiant heating systems.
We've provided a comprehensive comparison and addressed frequently asked questions to aid you in your decision-making process. However, nothing can substitute for firsthand experience. Visiting a Floors Plus showroom can provide you with an opportunity to see, touch, and feel different laminate and luxury vinyl flooring options, helping you make a well-informed choice for your home. Our Floors Plus experts are always ready to answer any questions, provide guidance, and assist you in finding the perfect flooring solution for your needs.
As you embark on your journey towards finding the ideal flooring solution, keep in mind that both laminate flooring and luxury vinyl flooring offer exceptional value and visual appeal. By carefully considering all relevant factors and weighing the pros and cons of each option, you can confidently select the flooring that will beautifully enhance your living space and stand the test of time.
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FAQs
What is the main difference between laminate flooring and luxury vinyl flooring? (Laminate vs Vinyl Flooring)
Laminate flooring is made from wood by-products, while luxury vinyl flooring is made from PVC. Laminate flooring typically has a more realistic wood appearance, whereas luxury vinyl flooring can more accurately mimic the look of natural stone or tile.
Which type of flooring is more durable: laminate or luxury vinyl?
Luxury vinyl flooring is generally more durable than laminate flooring. It is more resistant to scratches, dents, stains, and water damage, making it a better choice for high-traffic areas and households with pets.
Can I install laminate flooring in kitchen spaces?
Yes, you can install laminate flooring in your kitchen, but it's important to choose a high-quality, water-resistant laminate and ensure that seams are tightly locked to prevent moisture penetration. Using a waterproof underlayment and promptly cleaning up spills can also help prolong the life of your kitchen laminate flooring.
Is luxury vinyl flooring more expensive than laminate flooring?
Luxury vinyl flooring tends to be slightly more expensive than laminate flooring. However, prices can vary depending on the product's quality, design, and features.
Which type of flooring is easier to install: laminate or luxury vinyl?
Both laminate and luxury vinyl flooring are relatively easy to install, making them popular choices for DIY enthusiasts. They can both be installed using a click-lock or tongue-and-groove system, which allows for easy and quick installation without the need for glue or nails.
Which type of flooring is more environmentally friendly: laminate or luxury vinyl?
Laminate flooring is generally more environmentally friendly than luxury vinyl flooring, as it is made from wood by-products rather than PVC, a non-renewable resource. However, it's important to consider the sustainability of the wood used in laminate flooring and the potential for VOC emissions from both types of flooring.
What is the difference between luxury vinyl plank (LVP) and luxury vinyl tile (LVT)? (LVP vs LVT)
Luxury vinyl plank (LVP) is designed to look like hardwood planks, while luxury vinyl tile (LVT) is designed to resemble stone or ceramic tiles. Both options are made from the same PVC material but differ in appearance and installation method.
Can I use radiant heating with luxury vinyl or laminate flooring?
Both laminate and luxury vinyl flooring can be used with radiant heating systems. However, following the manufacturer's recommendations for temperature settings and installation procedures is crucial to avoid potential damage to the flooring.
How do I clean and maintain laminate and luxury vinyl flooring?
Both laminate and luxury vinyl flooring are low-maintenance options. Regular sweeping or vacuuming and occasional damp mopping are typically all that's needed to keep both types of flooring looking clean and fresh. It's important to avoid using abrasive cleaners or harsh chemicals, as they can damage the flooring surface.
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Area rugs are the unsung heroes of our homes, adding a touch of style, warmth, and coziness to any space. However, they also collect dirt, dust, and stains from daily wear and tear. That's where this ultimate DIY guide comes in handy, we'll show you how to clean area rugs at home like a pro! So, roll up your sleeves and let's get down to business. BONUS: if you're in need of new rugs, Halifax & Moncton residents can rely on Floors Plus for a fantastic selection of carpeting that can be turned into personalized area rugs!



How to Clean Area Rugs at Home: A Comprehensive Step-by-Step Guide

Follow these simple steps to the ultimate DIYers guide to a clean area rug at home.

Step 1: Understand Your Rug's Material
Before diving into cleaning, it's crucial to understand your rug's material, as different fabrics require different cleaning methods. Check the rug's label or consult a professional if unsure. Common materials include:
	Wool
	Silk
	Synthetic fibres (e.g., nylon, polypropylene, polyester)
	Animal Skins
	Sisal
	Seagrass

This article will primarily focus on wool, as it is the most common type of rug. These other materials may require special attention that cannot be completed as an at-home DIY project.

Step 2: Gather Your Supplies
Next, make sure you have everything you need for the cleaning process. Here's a list of supplies you'll need to clean your area rugs:
	Vacuum cleaner
	Rug beater or broom
	Mild dish soap or rug shampoo
	Bucket or large container
	Soft-bristle brush
	Clean, absorbent towels
	Water
	Rubber gloves (optional)


Step 3: Give Your Rug a Good Shake and Vacuum
First things first, take your area rug outside and give it a good shake to remove loose dirt and dust. Use a rug beater or broom to whack the dust out if your rug is too big or heavy. Now, vacuum both sides of the rug thoroughly to eliminate any remaining dirt. For those who are ready to give up at this point and find a new rug, Halifax Floors Plus has a lot of options.

Featured Product

Brushworks - Diffused Diffu blue
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Step 4: Spot Cleaning Stains and Spills
It's time to tackle those pesky stains. Mix a solution of mild dish soap and water in a bucket or use a rug shampoo, then dip a soft-bristle brush into the solution. Gently scrub the stained area using circular motions. Avoid rubbing too hard, as it might damage the rug's fibres. Rinse the area with a clean, damp cloth and blot dry with an absorbent towel. For Halifax carpet enthusiasts, proper spot cleaning is the key to extending the life of your rugs.

Step 5: The Deep Clean
Now that you've spot-cleaned, it's time for a deep clean. Fill a large container or bucket with water and add a small amount of mild dish soap or rug shampoo. Submerge a small section of the rug into the soapy water and gently scrub it with the soft-bristle brush. Repeat this process for the entire rug, ensuring you clean both sides.

Step 6: Rinse and Dry Your Rug
Rinse the rug thoroughly with water, making sure all soap is removed. To remove excess water, use a squeegee or place absorbent towels on the rug and press down. Finally, hang the rug to air-dry, or lay it flat on a clean surface, turning it occasionally to ensure even drying.



Visit Our Halifax Location Today!
127 Chain Lake Drive, Halifax
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Rug Maintenance Tips

To keep your area rugs looking fresh and clean, follow these simple maintenance tips:

Tip 1: 
Regular Vacuuming
Vacuum your area rugs at least once a week to remove dirt, dust, and allergens. Regular vacuuming keeps your rugs looking fresh and extends their lifespan. Remember that all rug maintenance starts with proper vacuuming.

Tip 2: 
Rotate Your Rugs
Rotate your rugs every few months to ensure even wear and prevent fading from sunlight. This will help maintain your rug's appearance and prevent any one area from wearing down too quickly.



Tip 3: 
Use Rug Pads
Place rug pads underneath your area rugs to prevent slipping and provide extra cushioning. Rug pads also help extend the life of your rugs by reducing friction between the rug and the floor.


Featured Product
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Tip 4:
Act Quickly on Spills
In case of spills, act quickly to prevent stains from setting into the rug fibres. Blot the spill with a clean, absorbent cloth or paper towel, and then follow the spot-cleaning steps mentioned earlier in this guide.

Tip 5: 
Professional Cleaning
Every 12-18 months, consider having your area rugs professionally cleaned. Professionals have specialized equipment and expertise to deep clean your rugs without causing damage.






Common Rug Cleaning Mistakes to Avoid

To keep your rugs in top condition, steer clear of these common cleaning mistakes:

1. Over-wetting the rug:
Excess water can cause the rug's colours to bleed, leading to mould and mildew growth or damage to the rug's fibres. Use just enough water to clean the rug, and ensure it dries thoroughly.

2. Using hash chemicals:
Stick to mild dish soap or rug shampoo when cleaning your rugs. Harsh chemicals can damage the rug fibres and cause discoloration.

[image: demonstration of how to clean area rug yourself]

 3: Scrubbing too hard:
Use gentle circular motions to avoid damaging the rug fibres when spot cleaning or deep cleaning.

4: Skipping regular maintenance:
Consistent vacuuming, rotating, and spot cleaning is crucial to keeping your rugs looking their best.
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Final Thoughts

With this comprehensive guide on how to clean area rugs yourself, you're now equipped to tackle even the dirtiest of rugs. Don't let dirt and grime ruin your beautiful rugs; follow these simple steps and maintenance tips to keep your rugs looking their best. And remember, if you're searching for area rugs, our Halifax, Dartmouth, Truro & Dieppe locations have plenty of options.



Visit Our Moncton Location Today!
645 Malenfant Blvd, Dieppe
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FAQs
How often should I clean my area rugs?
It's a good idea to vacuum your rugs at least once a week and perform a deep clean every 6-12 months, depending on foot traffic and the rug's material.
Can I use a carpet cleaner on my area rugs? 
It depends on the rug's material and the carpet cleaner's instructions. Always test a small, inconspicuous area first to avoid damaging the rug.
How can I prevent my area rugs from getting dirty?
Place doormats at entryways, remove shoes before walking on the rug, and vacuum regularly to keep your rugs looking fresh.
How do I remove pet hair from my area rug?
Vacuum your rug regularly, using the appropriate attachment for pet hair if available. For stubborn pet hair, use a rubber broom or a slightly damp cloth to gather the hair, then vacuum it up.
Can I machine wash my area rug?
This depends on the rug's material and size. Some small, durable rugs made from cotton or synthetic materials may be machine washable. Always check the rug's care instructions or consult with a professional before attempting to machine wash your rug.
What should I do if my rug's colours bleed during cleaning?
If you notice colours bleeding while cleaning, immediately stop and blot the area with a clean, absorbent towel to remove excess water. Consult with a professional rug cleaner for further assistance.
How do I remove odours from my area rug?
After vacuuming, sprinkle baking soda over the rug, let it sit for 15-30 minutes, and then vacuum it up. Baking soda is a natural odour neutralizer and can help remove unpleasant smells. For persistent odours, consider having your rug professionally cleaned.
How can I protect my area rug from furniture indentations?
Use furniture coasters or pads under the legs of heavy furniture to help distribute weight and prevent indentations. You can also rearrange your furniture periodically to avoid excessive wear on specific areas of the rug.
How do I store my area rug?
First, clean your rug thoroughly and ensure it is completely dry. Roll the rug with the pile facing inward, and wrap it in a breathable fabric like cotton or muslin. Store the rug in a cool, dry, and well-ventilated area away from direct sunlight.
Is steam cleaning safe for my area rug?
Steam cleaning may be suitable for some types of rugs, but it is not recommended for delicate materials like silk or antique rugs. Always check the rug's care instructions or consult with a professional before attempting to steam clean your rug.



Visit Our Dartmouth Location Today!
31 Sterns Court, Dartmouth
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See what else we're up to:
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Looking for a deal?
Visit Floors Plus Outlet Store for all your in-stock DIY flooring products.

[image: floors plus outlet store]
For your Commercial requirements
Call (902) 468-5576 for immediate service or visit:

[image: floors plus commercial flooring]
Head Office
31 Sterns Court


Burnside Business Park


Dartmouth, NS Canada


B3B-1W7


(902) 468-3111

info@floorsplus.ca

Say Hello
If you need flooring or are simply interested in discussing what is hot in flooring, let’s connect.
Let's Talk
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